I N C R E D I BLE    CARNEGIE
Frick. .The two breakfasted on Morgan's yacht, the
Corsair. As they rose from the table Morgan told Frick,
with tears in his eyes: "If we have to declare a suspen-
sion of dividends on the preferred stock, I could not face
going down town tomorrow/' Frick agreed to lend
every assistance. He threw himself into the task and the
Steel Corporation was steered safely through.
Carnegie always pretended to be puzzled at the great
wealth that had come to him. Describing the beauties
of Skibo Castle, his great domain in Scotland, to Joseph
"Wharton, the ironmaster-poet of Philadelphia, he re-
marked musingly: "You see, Joseph, I have no religion
to speak of. But on a Sunday morning when other people
are at church, I like to float about there in my swim-
ming pool while a Highlander in all his regalia plays
sacred music on his pipes. And as I lie there on the
water thinking over my possessions, the conviction
comes to me that if a commission was sent down from
Heaven to assess my right to what I have, I should be
deprived of a goodly part of it/*
On another occasion he convulsed Mr* Wharton's
dinner table by narrating a sly trick he had played on
his nephews at Yale, The boys had not written home
for some time and their mother was worried. Carnegie
wagered that he could obtain a reply by return mail.
He wrote the students a chatty letter, adding a casual
postscript that he was sending five dollars to each* But
he neglected to enclose the money,"And do you know/*
observed Carnegie with a waggish chuckle, "dear uncle
got a letter right back thanking him for his kind note
but reminding him that he had apparently overlooked
the little present he had promised/*
[8]